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O Aigbvic Aepohipévac ABnvav «EAeuBépioc Bevitéhogy (AAA), oe ouvepyaoia pe to Ymoupyeio IMoAitiopou
(B' Egopeia Mpoiotopikav & Khaoikav Apxaiotitwy, In Eeopeia Bulavtivav Apxaiotritwy), dnpiodpynoe v ‘ExBeon
Apxaiohoyikwv Eupnudtwv MNepioxic Aepodpopiou oe €1dikd diapopeupévo xwpo eppadol 200 ty.

H ExBeon), n omoia eykavidotnke to 2003, xpnpatodotiBnke and tov AAA kai mepihapBdver 172 apxala avtikeiueva
mou xpovohoyouvtar and t NeohBikr kar [MNpwtoeMadikr emoxr pexpi kai ) MetaPulavuivr mepiodo . O AAA tpriBnke
pe énaivo oty evotnta «I loAtiopdey, oto mhaicio twv Apioteinv Kovwvikrig Mpoogopds 2003 tou 2uvdéopou
Aiagnuiopgvwy EMAS0¢ yia T oupBodr tou otnv avddeign tou moAiopol TG natpidag pag, pe eugaocn otnv

gupUtepn Tiepioxr Tou Aepodpopiou.

Athens International Airport "Eleftherios Venizelos" (AIA), in cooperation with the Ministry of Cutture (B' Ephorate of
Prehistoric & Classical Antiquities & Ist Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities), created the Exhibition of Archaeological
Findings from the Airport Area at a specially designed 200 m? area. The Exhibition, which was inaugurated in 2003, was
sponsored by AIA and comprises |72 archaeological findings dating from the Neolithic and Early Helladic through the
Post-Byzantine period. AIA received a "Commendation" in the Culture Category, in the framework of the 2003
Corporate Social Responsibility Excellence Awards organised by the Greek Advertisers Association, for its contribu-

tion to the promotion of the cultural heritage of our country, with an emphasis on the greater airport area.



Avaokagikn épguva oto xwpo tou Agpodpopiou ota Lndta

H aiBouoa agnyeitar v 1otopia and to éhog g NeohBikrg emoxric (yUpw oto 3.000 m.X.) piag dAote yafjviag
QyPOTIKAC ywvidg TG Attikic. Ta oToixela Tou T ouvBétouv mpogpxovial oxeddv amokAEIoTIKG aro TIG AVaoKAPE
yia 1o Agpodpdpio, Tiou urrpée €va opdonuo yia TV 10Topia TG MePIoXAC.

H Cwr} apxiCel pe Tov 0IKIopd TG apxrG TG eMoxrg Tou xaAkoy, mou Ppébnke otnv kopuer Tou Adpou Zdyavi, ota
Bopeia dpia tou Agpodpopiou. Tnv eikdva tou oxupoU anodidel e andAutn akpiPeia To TPomAaoua ot Péon g
alBouoag (3), evw n emhoyr) and TETpIva epyakeia kar xovdpoeldr| kepapikr oty moBAkn (4) pdc petapéper ato
Tapaypévo mepIBaMov tng petaBatikig autrig mepiddou.

Ta ayyela pe v auotnpr] opop@id Tou TPWINOU KAl Tou wpIgou yewpetpikol pubpol (Yo¢-8oc al mX), Tou
extiBevtal oty mpoBrikn (9) mpoépxovtar and éva vekpotageio oto Bépeio drkpo tou Agpodpopiou.

To tomio akohoUBnoe TG koopoioTopIKEG aMayEG Tou TEAOUG Tou bou ainva. To TIUKVE MAEyHA Twv aTtKav Spdpwv
Tou Sou Kkal 4ou ai. mX, TTou TPAPA Tou KAAUTTTEN To XwPo Tou Agpodpopiou, armotéAeoe oualaaTikr TipolndBeon yia
™ Aeroupyia tng véag abnvaikrig dnuokpatiac.

O kupI6TePeC amd TIG oUyxPOveG Asw@dpoug Jag akohoubolv akdpn kar cripepa ta ixv
¢ apxaiag xdpadne. 2npaviikd eival dpwe Ta eupratd Twv avackagwy Tou
Agpobdpopiou kal yia T yvwar T pop@erc Tou attikou drpou. Tov kdBe oikiopd
aroteholv €0 Ayeg povo (€8 éwg ewid TO TIONJ) QypOIKiEG, XTIOUEVEG OE
anéotaon 100 p. éwg 300 p. petaly Toug,



270 KéVTPO Ppioketar ouxvd éva ataupodbpdyl, 6ima To dnudalo mnydd kal mBavdy kdmoio pikpd 1epd. Ta onfa eival
xtopéva ofmha oto 6pdpo, otV dkpn tou Xxwpaiol A oto Babog tou kimou. ESw ki exel katd prikog Tou Spduou
npoPaMer kdmolog olkoyeveiakds TagikdC TepiBorog, eva o mépa, oTo anpeio Tiou xdvetal o dpdpog, kanviler to
Kapivi evog epyaotnpiou kepapikic (mpoidvta evag armd ta 6o PAEmoupe otnv mpobrkn (8)).
H pakpd eipnvikr enoxr} mou eEaoc@alilel n pwpdikr) kupiapxia Ba evioxtoel TG TOEIG CUYKEVTPWONG TG YaIOKTNaIag,
orwg Seixvel n avaokagr) dUo peydAwv aypoikiv Tou exkpetaMetovtal tov 4o al h.X. Xwpo ota Bopeia kai ta votd
Tou Agpodpopiou.
Tnv eikdva autr] oudmAnpwvel ota péoa Tou bou al. pX, xwpic va Ty aldEel, évag ouvolkiopdg and pepikd gTwxd
omtdkia moAd mBavdy douhotidpoikwy, OTPIwWYHEVa oty mAayid tou Adgou, dmou n Kupiapxn mapoucia evdg
peydhou Avou (matntipt), arotehel T povadikr olvdeon g veag emoxiic e To AIGVUGO Twv aTTKOV Ofwy.
lewpylog 2tdivxdouep
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ApxaloloyIKEG papTUPIEG ATio TV UCTEPN apxaioTnta HEXPI TOUG
petaBulavtuivoug xpdvoug otnv mepioxr] tou Agpodpopiou

Me tnv edpaiwon Tou xpioTaviopol otov EMadiké xwpo HeTa&l Tou 4ou kai bou a. pX. Ba ené\Bouv KoVwVIKEG AAMaVES,
mou otadiakd Ba emnpedoouy Kal Toug Katofkoug autrig TG EMapXIAKiC yia Ty AuToKpatopia mepioxig, Omiwg ftav n ATk,

[Nepi ta péoa tou Sou ai.p.X.n idpuon piag tpikhitng BaciNikrig otn B¢on Zxkdprmmn twv 2mdtwy, kovid ota Bépeia dpia Tou
Aepodpopiioy, Ba mpénel va arnetélece onpeio avapopds yia Tov MANBUCHS TG upUTePNG TIEPIOXTG, TEKUNPIA TwV
aypotikwv dpaatnpioTitwy Tou omoiou diamatwlnkav oe didpopeg Béei; ot SidpKeIa Twv AVaokAPWY OTO XWPO ToU
Aepohipéva. Meta&l autiy, onpeiwvouple 181aitepa Tov eVIOTOPS HIKPNAG QyPOTIKAG eykatdotaong, Sutikd tou Naou twv
Aylwv IMétpou kar I athou, g oroiag n kataotpogr| and mupkayid katd tov 7o ai.p.X, evoexetal va ogeiletal e GAABIKEG
emOpOpEG, Tou Katd tov 70-8o al.Tpokdheoav coPapd MpoPAuata oto VoTIoeMadiké Xwpo.

21 peoofulavivi Tiepiodo (9oc-120¢ ai. pX), n Atk ywwplCel pia yeviktepn avakauyn, Tou yia To XWPo Tou
Agpodpopiou Tekunpidvetar amd Ty alénon twv Béoswv katolknong. Evdekuir eivar n emaveykatdotaon oe dlo
UOTEPOPWHIKEG aypOIkieG oTo BAPEIo Kal VATIO dkpo Tou, KaBwe kai n avéyepon, katd 1o B Apiou tou llou ai. p.X, evidg
peydhou aypotikou ouykpotripatog dutikd Tou Naou twv Ayiwy [Nétpou kai [Nathou.

To Tprua Tou ouyKoTAPATog autoy, ato Babud mou katéotn duvatdv va gpeuvnPel avaokaikd, €deike St GiEbeTe enapin
UModopr VIa TNV eKTENEDN OIKIAKWV KAl QYPOTIKWV EQYAOILV Kal eupUxwpeg amobrkeg pe peydha mrihiva mbdpia yia
QUNaEn Twv TpoidvTwv. H ouvexric xprion kar avartuér tou katd 1o 130 ai.p.X. paptupoly Ty idiaftepn onpacia g Béong
YIa TOV EAeyXO TNG QyPOTIKAG TIAPAywyrC TNG TIERIOXIG Kal KATd TV endpevn mepiodo.



"Ero,petd v katdAnyin t Atuikrig and toug Aativoug o 1204, to ouykpdtnua eaiveta 6t miepiABe otny katoxrj kATmoiou
@pdyKoU yaloKTAWOVA, O OTIoi0g TIPOXWENOE OtV €MIOKEUR KAl EMEKTACH TOU, Kupiwg Tpog Ta Pdpeia drou
kataokeudoBnkav véol xwpol amobrikeuong kai [NUpyog yia tnv mpoataocia g 1I810KTaiag and AnoTPIKEG EMOPOES.

H Pian kataotpor] TG eykatdotaong, ota téAn tou 13ou apxég — l4ou a. pX Gev
anokAeletal va ouvdéetal pe Tig emBEaelg TTou ouvddeuoay TV KatdAnyn TG MePIOXiG and
Toug Katahavous to 131l O xwpog galvetal 6t dev katoikriBnke ot ouvéxeid Tou 14ou ai. p.X,
nepiodo katd v omola dpxioav va eykabiotavtar otadiakd oty Attkr of 0pBddokol
ApPaviteg. 2Toug MpwIHoUg PeTaBuavivoUg XpOvoug, £Mera ard Ty KatdAnun tng ATukrig
and toug OBwpavols o 1456, n dpuon oty iia Béon evdg Naol agiepwpévou otoug
Ayioug INétpo kar INatho dnpioupyel éva véo onpeio avapopdc yia Ty mepioxr, e 181aftepn
onuaoia péxpl T nuépeg pac. O vadg, MoNIoixog twv 2Tdtwy, ouvdedepévog pe Badpata nou
n Torik} mapddoon diatnpel akdun (wvtavd, etapépBnke oe véa Béon, 340 pétpa dutikdtepa
YIa TG QvAYKEG KATAoKeUrC Tou SutikoU agpodiadpdpou tou Agpohipéva. To vneio, otov
JPXITEKTOVIKG TUTTO TOU OIKIOVIOU GTAUPOEISOUC yYeyPAUPEVOU [ TPoUMo, diatnpel and tov
apxik6 tou Sidkoopo pdvo pia oAdowpn mapdotacn tou Ayiou Xapadumoug, €pyo TG
oxoMG Tou wypdpou lewpyiou Mdpkou, Tou 18ou ai. O evtomiouds, oto e0wTepIKG ToU vaou
Kal TEPILETPIKG Tou, evAC peydhou apiBpol Tagawv Tiou avdyovtal and ta A tou llou ai. pX,
HapTUpEl T Aermoupyia opyavmpévou Kolpntnpiou, iou diatnenBnke kai etd Ty oikoddpnon
TOU, HEXPI kal Ta dYipa petaBulavvd xpdvia.

Metayevéatepa, otov [70 ar pX, OToIXeld opyavwpevng eyKatdoTaonc TeKUNQIOvovVTal and
OUYKOOGTNHA KTIOPATWY amoBnkeuTikol epyaotnpiakol Xapaktipd, Td €peima Tou omoiou
evtorioBnkav oto BA tprua Tou Agpolipéva, v Japtupia yia aypotikr) dpdotnpidtnta
OToUG VEOTEPOUG XPOVOUG, TIAPEXE! JEYAAO EPEMWpEVO UMvooTtatiko Tou 19ou a. (rou Gev
katéotn duvatdy va diaowBel) oe xaunAd UYwpa oty avatoNikr Mheupd Tou XHEOU.

EAévn [ivn - Toogomouhou
Apxaiohdyog



Apxaioloyikdg Xdptne MNepioxnig Aepodpopiou
Archaelogical Map of the Airport Area



YNMOMNHMA - LEGEND

H mopeia twv apxaiwv Spdpwv Bdoer agpopwtoypa@iwv - The network of ancient roads detected on aerial photographs

Aveokappéva Turjpata twv apxaiwv Spdpwy - Excavated parts of ancient roads

Mepioxr) Agpodpopiou - Airport area

Mpoictopikdg oikiopdg, 3200 - 2800 m.X.
Prehistoric settlement, 3200 - 2800 B.C.

Yotepopwpaikdg oIKIoPAG, 606 al. p.X.
Late-Roman settlement, 6th c.A.D.

lepd
Sanctuary

Tagikég mepifolog
Burial enclosure

Aypoikia
Country house

Kapivia
Kilns

lotopikoi xpdvol
90¢ ai. m.X.-4o¢ ar. p.X.

Historical time
9th c. B.C.-4th c.AD.

Nekpotagpeio
Cemetery

Aypoikia
Country house

Mdpyog
Tower

Kapivia
Kilns

MaAaioxpictiavikr, Budavtiviy
kai MetaBudavuivi mepiodog
406 - 180¢ ar. p.X.

Late-Roman, Byzantine
and Post-Byzantine
period 4th - 18th c. AD.

Mpoiotopikdg oikiopds oto Adgpo Zdyavi,
3200-2800 1m.X.

Prehistoric settlement on top of Zagani
hill, 3200-2800 B.C.

Turjpa tou apxaiou Spdpou kar aypoikia
Ancient road and country house

ZTaupodpdp e apxaio 1EpS, Tagik TepiBolo
Kal mnyasd
Crossroads with shrine, burial enclosure
and well

Potter’s workshop, 4th - 2nd c. B.C.

Aypoktnua eENNVIOTIKIG EMOXIG
Country house of hellenistic period

Apxaiog 8popog
Ancient road

Oikiopdég apmeloupywy, 606 ar. p.X.

Wine producers’ settlement, 6th c. A.D.

Tagiksg miepiBolog, 406 ai. m.X.
Burial enclosure, 4th c. B.C.

Aidupo 1gp6 tou 5ou ar. mX.
“Twin” sanctuary, 5th c. B.C.

H avackagn twv
Ayiwv Métpou kar
Mavhou Zndtwvy
Excavation at Saints
Peter and Paul, Spata

Aypoikia, 406 ar. .X.

EpyaoTtripio kepapikiig, 406 - 206 ai. m.X.

Country house,4th c.B.C.



Excavations on the site of the Airport at Spata

This room narrates the history of a once peaceful, rural corner of Attica, from the end of the Neolithic Age (around
3000 B.C.).

The information given comes almost exclusively from the excavations conducted on the site of the Airport, which was
a landmark for the region.
Man's presence here began with the Early Bronze Age fortified settlement uncovered on the top of Zagani hill, at the
north edge of the Airport.

The model in the middle of the room (3) provides an accurate picture of this site, while the selection of stone tools
and coarse-ware pottery in showcase (4) transports us to the troubled climate of this transitional period.

The vases with the austere beauty of the Early and Late Geometric style (9th-8th c. B.C.), which are exhibited in
showcase (9) come from a cemetery found at the north edge of the Airport. The landscape bears the imprints of the
historic changes that took place in the late 6th century B.C.

The dense road network of Attica in the 5th and 4th centuries B.C., part of which covered the

%@ site of the Airport, was an essential precondition for the functioning of the young

N <(>> Athenian Democracy. The main modern motorways in fact follow the traces of the

% ancient routes. The findings from the airport excavations also make a significant

G contribution to our knowledge of the Attic deme. Each settlement evidently

S‘j comprised a few (six to nine) farmsteads, at a distance of 100 to 300 meters
g from each other

E



At the centre, there was often a crossroads, next to the public well, and possibly a small sanctuary. The houses were
built along the road, at the edge of the field or the far end of the garden. Here and there along the roadside stood a
family tomb enclosure, while further off, where the road disappeared on the horizon, rose the smoke from the kiln of
a potter's workshop (the products of one of the two brought to light are displayed in showcase (8)).

The long period of peace which Roman domination secured reinforced the tendencies to concentrate landownership
and form large estates. This is indicated by the two large farmhouses excavated here, which in the 4th century A.D.
exploited land to the north and the south of the Airport. The picture was completed, without change, in the mid-6th
century, by a synoecism (amalgamation) of a few humble houses, very likely of serfs, crammed on the hillside, in which
the dominant presence of a grape-pressing installation is the only link of the new era with the Dionysos of the Attic
demes.

Georgios Steinhauer

Archaeologist




Archaelogical evidence from late antiquity to the Post-Byzantine period
in the area of the Airport

The consolidation of Christianity in Greece, between the 4th and the 6th century, brought social changes which
gradually affected the inhabitants of Attica, by then a provincial region for the Empire. Around the mid-5th century
AD.a three-aisled basilica was erected in the locality Skybti of Spata, near the north edge of the Airport, which must
have been a reference point for the population of the wider area. Evidence of agricultural activities was revealed in
various places in the course of the excavations on the site of the Airport.

Notable in particular was a small rural installation, located west of the church of Saints Peter and Paul. Its destruction
by fire in the seventh century was possibly due to the Slav incursions, which caused serious problems in southern
Greece during the 7th and 8th centuries.

In the Middle-Byzantine period (9th-12th century), Attica enjoyed a general recovery, which is documented on the
site of the Airport by the increase in the number of habitation sites. Indicative is the re-occupation of two Late
Roman farmsteads, at the north and south edges of the Airport, as well as the building, in the second half of the lith
century, of a large rural complex to the west of the church of Saints Peter and Paul.

Excavations conducted in a sector of this complex, showed that it was provided with an adequate infrastructure for
performing domestic and agricultural tasks, and capacious storerooms with large clay storage jars.

The continuous use of this complex and the development it enjoyed during the I3th century bear witness to the site’s
special importance for the control of the region’s agricultural production during the succeeding period.

It seems that after the conquest of Attica by the Latins in 1204 A.D, the complex came into the possession of a Frank-
ish landowner, who made repairs and enlargements, mainly to the north, where new storage spaces and a tower to
protect the property from predatory raids were constructed.



The violent destruction of the installation in the late 13th — early 14th century may well have been connected with
the attacks that accompanied the region’s capture by the Catalans in 1311 A.D.

The site was evidently not inhabited in the 14th century, a period in which Orthodox Christian Albanians (Arvanites)
began to settle gradually in Attica.

In early Post-Byzantine times, after the Ottoman conquest of Attica in 1456 A.D, the founding on this spot of a church
dedicated to Saints Peter and Paul created a new landmark for the region, of particular importance even today. The
patronal church of Spata, linked with miracles which are kept alive in local tradition, was transferred to a new site, 340
metres further west, to facilitate the construction of the west runway of the Airport. The monument, in the architectural type
of cross-in-square plan with two columns and dome, preserves only one full-bodied figure of St Charalambos, from its
original decoration.

This is a work of the school of the painter Georgios Markos, executed in the 18th century. The location, in the interior
of the church and all around its perimeter, of a large number of graves dating from the Ith century, bears witness to
the presence of an organized cemetery which continued to function even after the building of the church, into late
Post-Byzantine times.

The presence of organized settlement here in the [7th century is documented by a complex of buildings of storage-workshop
character, the ruins of which were revealed in the northwest part of the Airport, while evidence of farming activity in
recent times is provided by a large ruined barn of the 19th century, on a knoll on the east side of the site.

Eleni Gini -Tsofopoulou
Archaeologist



O1 avaokagég otnv nepioxr] tou Naou twv Ayiwv Métpou kai Mavlou Indtwv

Aypotiké
ouykpdtnua
Sutikd tou
vaou, e
OIKOSOUIKES
@doeig and

Tov 70 péxpl

TG apxég Tou
l4ou ai.

The farmstead
west of the
church, with
structural
phases from the
7th to the early
14th cent.

Oikoopik @don A (706 ar. p.X.)

Phase A (7th cent. A.D.)

Oiodopikri pdon B (TéAn llou-péoa I3ou ar. p.X.)

Phase B (7th cent. A.D.)

OixoBoyik pdon I ( B’ piod, 130u - apxég Mou ar. p.X)
Phase C (2nd half of 13th - early 14th cent. AD.)

The excavations at Saints Peter and Paul church area, Spata

3 H mpog Boppd eméktaon tou aypotikou
ouykpotjuatog pe Mupyo
(B’ piod tou 13ou - apxég 14ou at.)
The farmstead to the north and the Tower
(2nd half of the 13th - early [4th cent).

O Nadg twv Ayiwv Métpou kai Mavlou,mpdipwy petaBuavveov
Xpovwv Kal tapég Budavuvrig kar petapudaviviig mepiddou.

The early Post-Byzantine church of Saints Peter and Paul and the
Byzantine and Post-Byzantine cemetery.



O vadg katd ) Sidpkeia g peTa@opds tou O vadg otn véa tou B£on PETA T peTagopd Tou

The church in course of its transfer The church at its current location after its transfer

Amoyin tng mepIoxig TpIv amd v £vapgn twv Avaokagrj BA tou vaou: ) eméktaon tou aypotikoy Avaokagr] Sutikd tou vaou: aypoTiké cuyKpdTNHa Tou

avaokaQwy ouykpotipatog pe Tov Mipyo (B piod 13ou - apxeg llou - apxég 14ou ai. kai katdhoima pIkpriG eykatdotaong

View of the site prior to the excavations l4ou ar. Aﬂo'ﬂ]v%né agpog Tou 70u ai. Aoy and agpog
Excavation , of the church. The farmstead Excavation west of the church: farmstead (lith - earl
extension and the tower (2nd half of 13th - early 14th cent.) and remains of a small settlement (7th cent.
14th cent.). Aerial view Aerial view

AerTtopépeia amoBnKEVTIKGY XOPWY TOU aypoTIkou KiBwTidoxnpog Kal KEPAUOOKETTEIG TAQOI TTEPIPETPIKG TOU Vaoy

OUYKPOTHUATOG Cist and tile-covered graves around the church

Detail of the farmstead storage rooms

O Ayiog Xapdhaprog
(Aerrtopépeia tng oAdowung
TapdoTachg oTo PETWITO
tou NA necgool tou vaou).
Toixoypagia Tou {wypdpou
lewpyiou Mdpkou, 18og
aiwvag

St. Charalambos (detail,
south-east pillar of the
church). Wall painting
attributed to the school
of the painter Georghios
Markou, 18th cent.

AnoBnkeutioi TiBol katd XWPwY Kal CTIYHIGTUMO ard T HETAQopPd TOUG TPV artd TNV KATAXWON TwY apXdiwy
Storage jars in situ and during their transfer before the re-burial of the archaeological remains



o

l R

ATHENS

YAOYPrEIO NOAITIZEMOY ELEFTHERIOS VENIZELOS

) |
O INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT




